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You know what is very different than long, super-fervent screeds about The Not-
At-Ground-Zero Non-Mosque? Interesting green buildings that are not in New York
City. So let’s step out of the idiot whirlwind surrounding poor Park51 and get
ourselves up the country, shall we? Wonderful. We’re going to Montauk first, so
you should probably pack some swim trunks.

Montauk, a place your writer has been happy — very happy here and here, but
also happy elsewhere — and which has, in its low-key way, been a part of the little
green revolution going on in the Hamptons and on Long Island’s South Fork. The
house you see above is called The Pryor Residence, and was designed by Long
Island architectural superstars Bates Masi. There’s a slideshow of the Pryor
Residence’s various uniquenesses at New York Magazine’s site, but much of what’s
noteworthy about it is there to see in the picture, and confirmed by the fact that it
was just awarded AIA’s New York State Award of Merit for 2010. While I can’t find
any evidence that the building is pursuing any third-party certification, the structure
is strikingly green in its design — the 36-foot windows that are the home’s defining
stylistic element can be adjusted for optimal daylighting, and geothermal heat,
solar heating and organic finishes complete the picture. Is it the sort of LEED Brain
trophy structure we goof on basically every day here at gbNYC? Well, yes. But 1)
it’s not pursuing LEED certification, which kind of takes the sting out of that
comment and 2) look at it. There’s also an appealingly unsexy sustainability to the
fact that The Pryor Residence is fully pre-fab, and was assembled on-site. In
short: a lovely building, and one that is far enough from the Hallowed Ground of
lower Manhattan that even the most ardent bigot wouldn’t have anything negative
to say about it. Which, you know, I said I wasn’t going to mention in this post but
is still pretty obviously on my mind. Sorry.

That said, your more ardent right-wing trolls would probably have something to
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say about architect Dennis Wedlick’s planned net-zero Hudson Passive House in
Claverack, New York, a small town in Columbia County with what might be the
most amazing “Official Town Web-site” (sic) that I’ve ever seen. Trolls are going to
be trolls, but Wedlick’s design — described by Inhabitat, accurately, as “cave-style”
— does invite some snickers from those inclined to snicker at green things. A nice
feature in The Architect’s Newspaper from late July puts Wedlick’s project in its
proper aesthetic and green-building context, though, and reveals it as one of the
more intriguing green building projects in New York in a long time.

There are only a handful of passive homes in all of the United States, and none in
New York State, but Wedlick’s design manages to incorporate the cave-y elements
that are vital to net zero design — the concrete slab floor, the super-dense
insulation — and some rather striking aesthetic touches to go with those triple-
paned windows and heat recovery system and so on. “Many of the more detailed
design decisions make common sense—keeping wiring, plumbing, and duct runs
short to prevent heat leaks,” the Architect’s Newspaper’s Julia Iovine writes. “Other
design elements contribute not only to better insulation but also to a rural aesthetic
that makes the house tuck charmingly into its setting: local fieldstone veneer walls,
deep overhangs, and a cathedral ceiling within to maximize solar gain in winter.
Photovoltaics, wind turbines, and even thermal heating were not used since the
house already employs so little electricity.” For a design that makes a point of
cribbing the energy-efficient aspects of a cave, the Hudson Passive House is
actually pretty elegant. The spec house — which was funded in part by grants
from NYSERDA, and built on land provided by Frank Sciame Construction — is
expected to be complete by Labor Day.

See? Good things. Tomorrow I go back to writing 1500-word defenses of an
imaginary New York. Well, either that or something about submetering. Probably
the submetering thing.

TAGS: AIA NEW YORK, ARCHITECT'S NEWSPAPER, CLAVERACK, COLUMBIA COUNTY, DENNIS WEDLICK,

FRANK SCIAME CONSTRUCTION, HAMPTONS, HUDSON PASSIVE HOUSE, INHABITAT, LONG ISLAND,

MONTAUK, MOST RECENT, NYSERDA, THE PRYOR RESIDENCE

CATEGORY: ARCHITECTURE, BATES MASI, BUILDINGS, DESIGN, ENERGY EFFICIENCY, GREEN BUILDING,

GREEN CONSTRUCTION, GREEN HOUSES, GREEN REAL ESTATE, LONG ISLAND, MOST RECENT, NET ZERO,

OTHER LOCALES, PREFAB, RESIDENTIAL

About the Author: Since September of 2009, David Roth has
served as the Managing Editor of gbNYC. David lives on the
Upper East Side of Manhattan with his wife, and is also a
freelance writer whose work has appeared in The New Republic
and the Wall Street Journal, among other publications. You can
contact David at droth11@gmail.com.

enter search terms

York City

Green Retail Development a Hot Topic at ICSC Fall

Conference

gbNYC's First Quarter Review

It 's Complicated: New York City Green Buildings Balk

At, Earn LEED Cert ificat ion

Red W ine, White W ine, Green W ine: W inery

Uncorks LEED Gold Upstate

Recent Comments

Stephen Del Percio on Can An Earthship Land

Between Delancey and Rivington?

David Roth on 235 West 23rd Street: Communist

Party USA HQ (Video)

Jon Uba on 235 West 23rd Street: Communist Party

USA HQ (Video)

Realtor in Staten Island on P.S. I Love It: Staten

Island’s P.S. 62 Slated For Net Zero Status

Stephen Del Percio on Nouvel Vogue: 100 Eleventh

Avenue Earns New York T imes Raves, LEED

Cert ificat ion

Popular Tags

11 Times Square 510 Madison Avenue affordable

housing Alternative Energy Battery Park City

Brooklyn CB Richard Ellis energy efficiency
Energy Star gbNYC green architecture
green building Green Building
Law green building legislation green business

green commercial office space Green Condos

green construction green design
green lease green living green office
space green power green real
estate green retail green retrofits Larry

Silverstein LEED LEED-CI LEED-ND LEED for Homes

LEED Gold LEED Platinum LEED
Silver Manhattan Mayor Bloomberg Most
Recent New Jersey New York New
York City NYSERDA SJP Propert ies solar

power USGBC World Trade Center

New York City Green Building
Map

Search gbNYC
Julián A atish Sarah Mary Heather Jean-Michel Stephanie Bry an Jamie

gbNYC :: Green Building & Real Estate in New York City on Facebook

252 people like gbNYC :: Green Building & Real Estate in New York City.

Like

Facebook social plugin

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.denniswedlick.com/home.html
http://www.townofclaverack.com/#
http://www.inhabitat.com/2010/08/10/new-york-state-gets-its-first-passive-house-in-cave-form/
http://archpaper.com/e-board_rev.asp?News_ID=4709
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/aia-new-york/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/architects-newspaper/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/claverack/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/columbia-county/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/dennis-wedlick/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/frank-sciame-construction/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/hamptons/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/hudson-passive-house/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/inhabitat/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/long-island/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/montauk/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/featured/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/nyserda/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/the-pryor-residence/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/architecture/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/architecture/bates-masi/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/building/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/design/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/design/energy-efficiency-design/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/misc-green-building/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/design/construction/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/residential/green-houses/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/real-estate/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/long-island/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/featured/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/design/net-zero-design/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/other-locales/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/design/prefab/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/category/residential/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2010/10/20/going-to-townhouses-checking-in-on-manhattans-first-leed-gold-townhouse-and-williamsburgs-passive-house-1/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2010/09/27/passive-resistance-new-york-times-on-americas-sluggish-passive-house-movement/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2010/10/26/department-of-bummers-net-zero-red-hook-green-project-rejected-by-dob/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2009/09/21/new-world-home-unveils-new-yorks-first-leed-platinum-prefab-house/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2009/03/23/della-valle-bernheimer-aro-r-house/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/feed/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2007/10/19/green-retail-development-a-hot-topic-at-icsc-fall-conference/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2009/04/09/gbnyc-first-quarter-review/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2011/02/22/its-complicated-new-york-city-green-buildings-balk-at-earn-leed-certification/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2011/03/02/red-wine-white-wine-green-wine-red-tail-ridge-winery-uncorks-leed-gold-upstate/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2011/03/11/can-an-earthship-land-between-delancey-and-rivington/comment-page-1/#comment-86302
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2008/05/28/235-west-23rd-street-communist-party-usa-hq-video/comment-page-1/#comment-86294
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2008/05/28/235-west-23rd-street-communist-party-usa-hq-video/comment-page-1/#comment-86158
http://www.statenhousesforsale.com/realtors.html
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2011/02/24/p-s-i-love-it-staten-islands-p-s-62-slated-for-net-zero-status/comment-page-1/#comment-85223
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/2010/03/15/nouvel-vogue-100-eleventh-avenue-earns-new-york-times-raves-leed-certification/comment-page-1/#comment-85206
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/11-times-square/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/510-madison-avenue/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/affordable-housing/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/alternative-energy/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/battery-park-city/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/brooklyn/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/cb-richard-ellis/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/energy-efficiency/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/energy-star/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/gbnyc/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-architecture/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-building/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-building-law/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-building-legislation/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-business/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-commercial-office-space/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-condos/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-construction/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-design/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-lease/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-living/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-office-space/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-power/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-real-estate/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-retail/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/green-retrofits/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/larry-silverstein/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/leed/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/leed-ci/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/leed-nd/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/leed-for-homes/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/leed-gold/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/leed-platinum/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/leed-silver/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/manhattan/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/mayor-bloomberg/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/featured/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/new-jersey/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/new-york/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/new-york-city/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/nyserda/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/sjp-properties/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/solar-power/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/usgbc/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/tag/world-trade-center/
http://www.greenbuildingsnyc.com/map
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

	About gbNYC
	Get Out Of Town: Hudson Passive House In Claverack, NY Aims For Net Zero, Green Prefab Montauk Home Wins AIA Honors
	gbNYC Green Building Gallery
	Company News
	Subscribe
	Last Five Articles
	Recent Comments
	Popular Tags
	New York City Green Building Map
	Search gbNYC
	Leave a Reply
	Most Recent Articles
	Contact gbNYC Magazine
	Connect
	Archives




